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“Of course what doubt is there, sir?"
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Chief Accountant, “"You are a Mathematics MA?"

“Yes sir."

“Then work out the following problem. It has been dodging us since this morning: Rs
93,457-5-7 X 19/20."
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©RoR Jowwendy, How did you doit?"
& BERIR, DWORT, ©19/20 is equal to (1 - 1/20). So you divide the given amount by 20

and subtract the quotient from the original figure. It is just elementary."

"I won't accept it. We in the Bank do not recognize any shortcuts. Do it in the right royal
way, which is the safest. First multiply by 19 and then divide the product by 20. Do you
get me?"
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Loss of my twin brother

Bantwala Janardana Baliga and | had worked as twin brothers in the two Colleges we
served: St Aloysius' College, Mangalore and Government College, Madikeri. He taught
Physics and | Mathematics. We were also NCC Officers in the Units attached to the
respective Colleges. Our outlooks on life, work, values, student welfare, society etc were
identical. Students used to distinguish between us as silent efficiency (BJB) and noisy
efficiency (GTN). | do agree with them.

In 1963 | left Madikeri. Since then whenever | visited my native town Madikeri | made it
a point to call on this gem of purest ray serene and derive inspiration for my pursuits.
On May 4, 2006 | reached Madikeri (to attend the Fifth Kodagu lJilla Kannada Sahitya
Sammelana, May 5 and 6). On that cold and rainy evening we waded our way to Baliga's
Ashram (yes, he lived as a hermit) in the Sri Ramadevi Mandira complex adjacent to
Omkareshwara Temple.

However, in the place of a buoyant and beaming Baliga | was accustomed to see, | met a
pale and weak shadow of the great man. His wife told me, just a few minutes earlier he
had a severe bout of asthma. He was unable to speak. Yet his eyes full of compassion
and love did express his feelings of appreciation. On the following morning he was very
much present at the Town Hall to receive me! His dedication to Kannada and love for his
friend were of that intensity.

We returned to Mysore late last night. This morning [May 7, 2006] | got a phone call
from Madikeri that Janardana Baliga had breathed his last just a few hours earlier. At
that unkindest moment of grievous personal loss, my mind hovered around the
immortal words of Einstein on Gandhi, ... a man of wisdom and humility, armed with
resolve and inflexible consistency, who has devoted all his strength to the uplifting of his
people and the betterment of their lot..."

Yes, the mortal frame of Baliga (aged about 80) has dissolved in the elements. But the
values he had defined by dedicated work will remain eternal to serve as beacon light to
generations to come.
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